
A Big Life in a Small Town 
By Diane Greenwood Muir 

 
Notes & Characters 

 
Book 2 – Bellingwood series 

Published – April 2013 
Story Timeframe – January 2013 

 
 
Polly Giller 
 Barn raising / Hoedown at Sycamore House 
 Leia (kitten) is being spayed 
 Her father’s truck (red) was purchased in 2004 
 Obiwan hurt by coyote trap 
 
Andy Saner (Andrea) 
 
Beryl Watson 
 
Lydia and Aaron Merritt 
 
Sylvie Donovan 
 Starting the culinary program at Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) 
 
Henry Sturtz 
 Drives a Chevy Silverado 
 Tells story of friend from college - Roy Dunston 
 
Mark Ogden 
 Veterinarian – Bellingwood Animal Clinic 
 Dr. Hottie / Doc Ogden 
 Curly Black Hair 
 Mother – owns an Arthur Murray dance studio 
 Sister Lisa – had classical training. Studio in Bellingwood. Married to Dylan Foster. 
 Four brothers 
 
Law Enforcement 
 Carl Philips – US Marshall 
 
Local Residents 
 Mr. Benson – lives in Stanhope, IA. Old farmer, trying to manage four big Percherons 
 Vera and Adam Lucas – Polly visits to purchase bedroom set. Two dogs – Samson & Delilah 
 Dan and Leona Severt – own land behind Sycamore House. Set coyote traps 
 Seth Jackson – partner with Mark Ogden. Grew up in SE Iowa. Came from a practice in Waterloo 
 Marnie Evans – Manager at Bellingwood Animal Clinic 
 Pat McGann – crane operator 
 Gary Alberts – Video game designs, friend of Henry Sturtz 

Fred Wayne – industrial artst eacher 
 Jennifer Mattingly – father runs a hardware store, red hair 
 Roger Douglas - accountant 
 Chris & Debbie Johns – photography studio 
 Dana Bright – works at the grocery store 
 Del & Angela Boehm – Pastor and wife from United Methodist Church 



 Sue … - secretary at United Methodist Church 
 Ed Hodgkins – Story City – taxes and accountant 
 Len Specek – danced with Andy at Hoedown 
 Brennans – ride horses to town to do business and get groceries 
 Dr. Lisle – drives a Mercedes 
 Ben – director at funeral home 
 Jerry – UPS drive. Wife – Carrie 
 Amber – Pregnant waitress at Davey’s 
 Mrs. Naylor – Henry’s neighbor – he fixed her furnace 
 Shawn Wesley – lives on Beech Street. Applied for custodian job at Sycamore House. Wife in Bible Study at church 
 
Elise Myers 
 Pale skin 
 Dark rimmed glasses 
 Attended University of Chicago 
 AKA Linda Marberry 
 
Madeline Black 
 Lived on Monroe Street  
 Son - Lawrence lives in Creston, Iowa 
 Daughter - Amy lives in San Francisco. Husband in software. High school friend of Sylvie 
 Husband – Dean (died) 
  Loved horses 
  Purchased four Percherons 
  Names for Madeline’s favorite characters from Little Women 
 
Percherons 
 Nan 
 Nat 
 Demi 
 Daisy 
 
Sycamore House guests 
 Joanna Wagner – wannabe bo-ho artist 
 
 


